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But the comparison also does the area a
disservice. Because although the North
Cascades can hold their own, if not out-
dazzle, any mountain range in the world,
what lies on each side of the range can’t be
found anywhere but in the American
Northwest.

The lowlands flanking the east side of
Puget Sound from Everett to Bellingham

are filled with immaculate farms and
enchanting towns: Marysville, Mount
Vernon, La Conner and Sedro-Woolley
among them. Any of them are worth
exploring for a day; strung together you
could spend a week or more. Driving east,
to and through any of the mountain passes
you’ll see some of the most verdant forests
in the world. Waterfalls spill down from
sheer basalt walls that line the highways.
Ferns and mosses cling to the rocks. Fine
maples flaunt their sculptural forms and
beautiful foliage, conifers tower, and up in
the highest reaches, snow and ancient ice

Washington’s Cascade Country is
often compared to Switzerland.
True enough if you are looking at
the spectacular, glacier-clad peaks.

gleam
in the
sun. If you
drop down in the
town of Winthrop, you’ll blink your eyes
and think you’ve awakened in a cowboy
movie. If your descent from the Cascades
takes you through the Bavarian town of
Leavenworth, you really will think you’re in
the Alps. Don’t be surprised if you hear
someone in the distance yodeling.

Once over the summit, you’re in another
country. Up north, the Okanogan stretches

North Cascadesthe North Cascades
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to the east. When the West was created,
God must have used the Okanogan as the
template. Colonies of pines fill pockets in
the slopes where rain is caught. Great
sweeps of grasses hug the dry sides. There
are big rocks and deep canyons, brilliant
blue skies, and air so clean and dry you’ll
want to bottle it and take it home.

Further south in Chelan County, Lake
Chelan glistens like a sliver of lapis lazuli
tucked in the folds of velvety green moun-
tains. This long and deep lake is a treasure
trove of recreational activities all year
around.

And down in Kittitas County,
Ellensburg touts the spunk and promise of
the late 19th and early 20th Centuries in
brick and granite, all within the spirit of
the old west. This is ranch country, and if
you doubt that, just go into any roadside
restaurant and order breakfast. Once
you’ve polished off eggs, sausage, hash
browns, and toast, you’ll either swear off
food for a week or jump on a horse and
ride for a hundred miles.

What this northwest corner of the state
offers is, simply, "the real thing." So
round-up your family and head out. It’s
one of those places where you could happi-
ly spend a week or a lifetime.

Bellingham
Bellingham’s spectacular location,

coupled with its rich history and hand-
some architecture, makes it easy to see
why the city is considered one of the
jewels of the Pacific Northwest. The city
looks out over the San Juan Islands,
across the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and on
to the Olympic Mountains. Behind it
rise the jagged snowcapped Cascade
Range and Mount Baker. For millennia,
the Lummi Indians have called the area
home. By the early 1850s the towns of
Whatcom, Sehome, Bellingham and
Fairhaven were settled, to be consolidat-
ed into the city of Bellingham in 1904.

With an abundance of natural
resources and a spunky, can-do popula-
tion, the town thrived. Here the first
brick building north of San Francisco
was built in 1858. It still stands. The
majestic City Hall, built in 1892, still
towers over downtown, now in its new
life as the Whatcom Museum of
History and Art. Meander down Holly
Street to the waterfront or the historic
Eldridge residential district. You’ll
immediately sense the easy-going pace
with its respect for tradition that has
resulted in Bellingham’s well-earned
reputation for being one of those idyllic
places where people come to have a look
and never leave.

Bellingham is just off Interstate 5,
about 90 miles north of Seattle, 55 miles
south of Vancouver, British Columbia. It’s
an easy detour going between these two
metropolises. But don’t cheat yourself!
Bellingham is one of those wonderful
stops where a traveler can land for a week-
end or a week and never exhaust the
options for enjoyable and edifying experi-
ence or high adventure. The area boasts
over a dozen public golf courses, city,
county and state parks, campgrounds,
comfortable hotels and charming bed and
breakfasts that sparkle with bright paint,
rustle with starched linens, and smell of
cinnamon and fresh baked bread. In short,
Bellingham is a destination and, at least
for now, it’s somewhat undiscovered by
the outside world… and delightfully so!

Start your adventure by heading south
from downtown to the historic Fairhaven
District. Here at the Bellingham Cruise
Terminal, the Alaska State Ferry docks,
making regular runs up and down the
Inside Passage. Fairhaven could easily be
called Arthaven. It has an abundance of
old masonry buildings filled with shops
where skilled artists and craftspeople sell
their works. Good restaurants, cozy coffee
shops and bookstores all attest to the
quality of life in this artsy, intellectual, and
heart-warmingly down-home enclave.

“Short road trips

radiate out from

Bellingham like

spokes from the hub

of a wheel.”
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Up the hill from downtown
Bellingham, visit the campus of
Western Washington University. Stately
buildings, grand landscaping and
panoramic views down to the city and
out to the water make for a pleasant half

day, but what really sets it apart is the
collection of monumental outdoor
sculptures that embellish the campus.

Short road trips radiate out from
Bellingham like spokes from the hub of
a wheel. To the south, Chuckanut Drive
(State Highway 11) is a 21-mile loop
off I-5 that follows the bluff high above
the Strait of Juan de Fuca through lush
Northwest forest. Scenic turnouts, hik-
ing and biking trails, restaurants and
even oyster farms, where you can buy
fresh oysters in-season, add-up to make
this an all-day outing.

The enchanting town of Lynden,
northeast of Bellingham (on State
Highway 539), is home to over 9,000
residents many of whom are descen-
dants of Dutch settlers. Downtown
Lynden has a healthy handful of high-
quality antique stores and it’s one of the
few places this side of Amsterdam
where you can enjoy pannekoeken
(Dutch pancakes) for breakfast, lunch,

or dinner. With old-world architecture
anchored by a windmill at one end of
town, and impeccable maintained homes
and manicured grounds, Lynden lives up
to its promise as a way to discover
Holland without a passport.

Further east, the scenic Mount Baker
Highway (State Highway 542) leads to
the town of Glacier, past Nooksack Falls,
and on to Mount Baker. Even if you don’t
want to take advantage of the November
through April ski and snowboarding sea-
son, the scenic wonders of this magnifi-
cent ice cap, nearby Mount Shuksan, and
the surrounding Cascades will equal the
thrill of speeding down a powdery slope.

Wrap up any day on Bellingham’s new
waterfront. Savor the haunting call of
seagulls, the smell of salt air, and the sight
of boats clustered in the marina, their
masts bobbing against an oyster shell sky.
From here you can line-up whale watch-
ing tours, trips over to Victoria, British
Columbia, and out to the San Juan
Islands. Kayaking, small boat rentals and
charters, scuba diving outings, and fish-
ing expeditions can all be arranged. With
a spacious park, elegant new hotels,
restaurants, and interesting glimpses of
the industrial harbor, this is the spot to

Chuckanut Drive is an absolutely exquisite
detour or a leisurely entrance to Bellingham.
Either way, those who’ve traveled this windy
road, with waterfall misted cliffs and out-
looks to the Puget Sound and San Juan
Islands, always refer to the drive as a "must
see."  Going North on I-5 toward
Bellingham, take Exit #231. The drive
begins with lush farmlands, with the quaint
towns of Allen and Bow a nice decoration.
(Don’t miss the fabulous restaurants and
galleries!)

The American Hiking Society and the
National Park Service designated
Bellingham as a "Trail Town USA," and the
stellar Interurban Trail is the most popular
for residents and visitors. A 5.5-mile hike,
with gentle grades, Interurban accesses deep
woods, creeks, and views of the San Juan
Islands. The north trailhead is off exit 250
(Old Fairhaven Parkway). For a solitary
stroll, family outing or a good workout,
don’t miss the Interurban!
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Contact Information
Bellingham/Whatcom County Convention &
Visitors Bureau
360-671-3990 / 800-487-2032

Mount Skuksan

“Safe Return” sculpture  on Bellingham Bay

watch a northwest afternoon ignite
into a fiery sunset and disappear
behind the Olympics. It’s all part of
the magic of Bellingham.

www.bellingham.org

http://www.bellingham.org
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Birch Bay, WA
4550 Birch Bay-Lynden Rd.
360-371-5004

Voted “best place to fly a kite” by Northwest Family Magazine, Birch Bay
boasts the largest tide flat in Washington state. Less than a two hour drive
from Seattle, enjoy stunning sunsets over the San Juans, crabbing, water-
front golfing and dining, water sports, biking, sandcastle contests, and
year-round family fun.

Colophon Café
1208 11th Street, Bellingham 98225

Legendary bookstore cafe serves up award-winning soups, sandwiches and
huge desserts. Deli, dining room or sidewalk seating in Historic Fairhaven
in south Bellingham.

Island Mariner
5 Harbor Esplanade, Bellingham 98225

Killer whales guaranteed or your next trip is free. We offer the best guar-
antee, best spotting record, best boats, best prices, and best and most expe-
rienced naturalists. The ever-entertaining "Captain Trivia" has been lead-
ing our trips through the San Juan Islands since 1984. Voted the area's #1
Tourist Attraction!

Victoria San Juan Cruises (see display ad page 83)
355 Harris Avenue, Bellingham 98225

Whatcom Museum of History & Art
121 Prospect Street, Bellingham 98225

Features a permanent collection as well as frequently changing exhibitions
of contemporary art and regional history. Additional highlights include the
Whatcom Children's Museum and a vast photographic archive.
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Scenic Chuckanut Drive

www.birchbaychamber.com

360-647-0092 www.colophoncafe.com

360-734-8866/877-734-8866 www.orcawatch.com

360-738-8099 / 800-443-4552 / www.whales.com

360-676-6981 / www.whatcommuseum.org

www.experiencewashington.com
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Snohomish County
Snohomish County’s varied landscape, modern cities, historic settle-

ments, and high-tech tours contribute to a broad-based selection of activi-
ties or day trips. Just a few minutes north of Seattle, it’s a treasure chest of
entertaining places to visit. Choose the technology corridor with its
bustling malls, Boeing tour, shopping districts, and quaint waterfront com-

munities. Or, you may prefer
scenic byways leading to pris-
tine lakes, waterfalls, raging
rivers and rugged Cascade
mountains. Whatever your
preference, you’ll revel in the
scenic beauty and hospitality
of this county’s special com-
munities.

North county
communities

Marysville is a thriving
community situated near the
banks of the Snohomish
River. Visit Jennings Park,
the site of an 1884 hand-
hewn cedar home, furnished
in typical 1880s farmhouse
style. The Tulalip tribe oper-
ates a very successful gaming

casino here. Just north on I-5, the Smokey Point/Lakewood area, offers
parks with a variety of recreational options for water sport enthusiasts
including fishing, boating and swimming.

A visit to nearby Stanwood is not complete unless you’ve allowed your-
self to be enticed by the sights and smells of their popular Scandinavian
bakery and lefse factory. This town, originally settled as a trading post, still
draws travelers with its specialty shops and restaurants. Be sure to include a
stop at tiny Silvana for antiquing and the bustling spring and summer
Farmer’s Market.

Back road adventure on Mountain Loop
Arlington is the gateway to the Mountain Loop Highway and site of the

widely attended Garlic Festival every August. A walking tour of the town’s
vintage buildings and architecture provides a glimpse of the days when
Arlington’s streets consisted of dirt and ‘modern’ transportation was limit-
ed to river ferries and the railroad.

On Highway 530 is Darrington, once a night camp for the wagon route
linking the Monte Cristo mines to the shores of Puget Sound. In
Darrington today, you can enjoy the excitement of river rafting and rock
climbing or the annual Bluegrass or Wildflower Festivals.

Ghost towns anyone? Visit the remnants of Monte Cristo and be sure to
stop at the Ice Caves of Big Four Mountain. These ice formations are stun-
ning to view and photograph from afar. But be careful! The Ice Caves are
unstable and extremely unsafe to enter or explore! Return to I-5 through
Granite Falls and Lake Stevens.

Lynnwood : A blend of urban 
and rural amenities

Snohomish County’s blend of rural and urban lifestyle is most evident in
Lynnwood, the largest retail center in the county. Known far and near as a
shopper’s haven, the city’s golf course, an ice skating arena, 250 acres of parks
and open spaces strike the perfect balance between the joys of city life and
the pleasures of the outdoors. The Interurban Trail, which extends from
Lynnwood to Everett, offers 13 miles of paved trail perfect for biking, jog-
ging, rollerblading or taking a casual stroll.

Situated at the I-405 interchange just 15 miles north of downtown
Seattle, location is one of the city’s strong selling points. Many visitors with
Seattle on their itinerary value the easy access to the city while taking advan-
tage of Lynnwood’s competitive accommodation rates. The area’s free park-
ing is also appreciated, allowing for leisurely and unfettered retail explo-
ration.

After shopping, picnic at one of Lynnwood’s lovely city parks, hit the local
18-hole golf course or enjoy a great meal at one of their numerous area
restaurants.

Explore our waterfront communities
Snohomish County’s three primary waterfront communities are Everett,

Edmonds, and Mukilteo. The latter are sites of Washington state ferry land-
ings and known for their charm and hospitality.

Edmonds has been voted "The Friendliest Town in Puget Sound" nine
years running. This charming community is reminiscent of small-town
America, providing visitors with a sense of "coming home to a place they've
never been."

Edmonds is celebrated for its public art, award-winning flowers and
quaint streets that speak, European-style, from a center fountain. This com-
munity has a lively arts tradition with a symphony, ballet, theatre, art center
and museum. Diners find a menu for every taste and shoppers enjoy Old
Milltown, a turn-of-the-century multi-shop complex in a downtown sea-
soned with edgy designer or romantic and classic travel-wear boutiques.
After strolling through town, stop by the Edmonds Underwater Park and
watch scuba divers as they emerge from Puget Sound’s underwater vistas.

Mukilteo’s 1906 lighthouse has been restored and is operative today – a
picturesque memento of the town’s maritime past. At the Mukilteo
Museum-Rosehill Community center you'll find the 1855 Peace Treaty
signed between Territorial Governor Isaac Stevens and Indian leaders repre-
senting 22 tribes. Both cities are worthy of an extended day trip, then hop on
a ferry and venture into Puget Sound waters!

Downtown Everett
Everett is filled with perfect ‘day trip’ activities, from a visit to a collection

of Pilchuck Glass at the Everett Center for the Arts to a stroll along the
waterfront. Everett is home to the world’s largest building, the Boeing 747

Fishing on the Skykomoish River

Snohom
ish County Tourism
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AAA Craig Reedy Salmon Charters
PO Box 210, Everett 98206

Hello! Welcome aboard the fishing vessel "Gratitude.” Take
a fun and recreational fishing adventure, Captain Craig is
licensed & insured with 40 years of experience on the gentle
Puget Sound.

The Evergreen State Fair
14405-179th Avenue SE, Monroe 98272

The Evergreen State Fair August 22nd through September
2nd, 2002. Ranked #1 County Fair in Washington. Year-
round fun! Call our 24-hour Events Hotline 425-339-3309.

Mosquito Fleet
1724 West Marine View Dr., Everett 98201

Cruise in Catamaran Comfort with the region's most expe-
rienced whale watch company. Exciting, full-day naturalist-
guided tour. Choice of the Seattle Aquarium.
Everett/Seattle.

Private Boat Tours.com
4331 Terrace Dr. #B, Everett 98203

Private whale watching from La Conner/Private Yacht
Vacations from Everett. Tour Deception Pass and the San
Juan Islands in luxury. Couples/Families of up to 6 people.
"The Experience of a Lifetime."
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available. Kids of all ages are fascinated by
the enormity of this process. Then, stop by
the Children’s Museum for a hands-on
adventure in art, culture, history and science.

Everett has several venues for exploring
its varied and expansive shoreline. The
Spencer Island Wetlands, 1,900 acres of
urban wetlands with native wildlife, is acces-
sible via boat, kayak, canoe, or along the
established nature trail. There’s a free ferry

ride from the Everett waterfront to Jetty Island that runs from July 4 through Labor Day.
Once there, enjoy beaches, a nature trail and glimpses of native wildlife. There are also char-
ters available for viewing whales, seals, sea lions and aquatic birds.

A perfect spot for visitors of all interests
Snohomish County’s varied landscape, modern cities, historical settlements, and high-tech

tours contribute to a broad-based selection of activities or day trips. Easy accessibility to a
variety of choices, from the exhilaration of adventure sports to the convenience of thought-
fully developed shopping centers make Snohomish County a desirable travel destination. For
more information on Snohomish County, see “Cascade Loop” on page 36.

Contact Information
Snohomish County Tourism

Edmonds Chamber of Commerce

Lynnwood Chamber of Commerce
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Treasure hunting in Snohomish County

Snohom
ish County Tourism

You’ll find us conveniently located along I-5 within

minutes of either Seattle or Everett. Enjoy our quality

lodging at exceptional rates—typically 25% less than

the big cities! Explore over 300 stores, 1,000 restaurants

and plenty of free parking. Contact us for your free 

Lynnwood Visitors Directory

at 888-338-0976 

or 425-348-5802.

www.ci.lynnwood.wa.us

Quality. Value. Convenience.

Discover Lynnwood!

425-348-5802 / 888-338-0976 / www.snohomish.org

425-776-6711 / www.edmondswa.com

425-744-6470 / www.ci.lynnwood.wa.us

425-252-8246/800-783-6581 http://catchfish.uswestdex.com

360-805-6700 www.evergreenfair.org

425-252-6800/800-325-ORCA(6722) www.whalewatching.com

425-252-9202/877-968-3633 www.privateboattours.com

www.experiencewashington.com
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The Cascade Loop
There may be more spectacular scenic drives elsewhere in the world, but,

in Washington, the 440-mile Cascade Loop is mile-for-mile, the hands-
down winner. For scenery, for recreation, for diversion and adventure, this
extraordinary drive captures all that is great about Washington and all that is
grand in the natural world.

Whether you fish, hike, ski, stroll, or are merely an interested observer, the
Loop provides. It encompasses the shores of Puget Sound, the foothills of

the Cascade Mountains, the majestic peaks of the North Cascades National
Park and the abundant Columbia River Valley.

You can drive the entire loop comfortably in two days, but to do it right,
we recommend planning a 3- or 4-day getaway. Or, you may choose to break
it up into bite size chunks — a couple days dedicated to each leg of the jour-
ney. Take a week, take a month, but be sure to take the Loop!

Begin your journey in Snohomish County 
The Snohomish County community of Everett, featuring the Boeing 747

assembly plant tour, a thriving performing arts community and wonderful
waterfront access, is a perfect jumping off point for the famous North
Cascade Loop where Interstate 5 connects with U.S. Highway 2. (See pages
34-35 for more on Everett) 

Departing Everett on Highway 2 on the way to Stevens Pass, be sure to
leave plenty of time for the town of Snohomish, regarded by those who know
as the antique lover’s supreme destination. Listed on both the state and
national registers of historic places, this delightful town has more than 450
antique dealers, restaurants and shops packed into an appealing, six block
section of the town. There’s a self-guided walking tour available and the
Blackman Historic Museum, located in an 1878 home, features vintage fur-
niture and local memorabilia.

Into the mighty Cascades
On the ascent to Stevens Pass you’ll discover a lively collection of towns

that offer multi-class river rafting, hiking and fishing along with their own
unique charms. Gold Bar features the Serpentarium, with all kinds of rep-
tiles, snakes, spiders and turtles. Nearby, venture on the seven-mile loop hike

to the 265-foot Wallace Falls for a worthwhile detour. Sultan is home to the
Summer Shindig logging celebration and Osprey Park — a one-mile interpre-
tive river walk where visitors learn about wetlands, eco-systems and salmon
spawning. The neighboring town of Index is the site of Mount Index, a favorite
of rock climbers and home to an historic inn and country store.

From Stevens Pass there are views of the lush forests that cover the popular
winter ski facility. Pause at By-Gone By-Ways, an old railroad trail and Lake
Wenatchee, near Coles Corner at Highway 207, located in the Wenatchee for-
est area, with camping, boating, swimming and excellent trout fishing. When
you’ve arrived in the eastern Cascade foothills, prepare yourself for a traveler’s
delight, the town of Leavenworth.

A touch of Bavaria
Leavenworth is a testament to vision and commitment. A magical Bavarian 

community awaits you, with year-long festivals and activities, extraordinary
recreational opportunities, and one of the most romantic, yet family oriented
venues around. (See Leavenworth, page 40).

The Columbia River Valley
Continuing along the Loop on Highway 2, your next stop is Cashmere, home

to the nationally renowned Applets and Cotlets Candy kitchen. The city has an
outstanding collection of Indian Artifacts at the Cashmere Museum, with
a Pioneer Village ripe for exploring. Come summer, bring your raft and
launch on the nearby Wenatchee River.

Wenatchee, the "Apple Capital of the World," lays on the conflu-
ence of the Columbia and Wenatchee Rivers. If you value the irre-
sistible luxury of biting into a freshly picked apple or peach, you’ve
hit the jackpot in Wenatchee. From fruit stands, tours of fruit packing
warehouses, orchards planted in riveting rows under golden-hazed hills
blessed with large measures of sunshine, this produce paradise is a pure delight.

From Wenatchee, head north along the west bank of the Columbia River on
Highway 97 Alt toward beautiful Lake Chelan. And, just south on Highway 97
is the charming waterside community of Entiat. The Entiat Valley is regarded
as a ‘gateway’ to recreation, with snowmobile and cross-country access and hik-
ing trails.

Pristine Lake Chelan
A significant draw to the area is Lake Chelan, which is 55-miles long and

ranked as the third deepest lake in the United States. It is a popular destination
for year-round recreation and lodging where generations of families have packed
up their flip-flops and tank tops and come to the lake.

the North Cascades

Relaxing on the shores of Lake Chelan

Scenic Cascade Loop



Located behind the "rain shadow" of the towering Cascades, Lake
Chelan promises 300 days of sunshine, romantic sunsets and warm, friend-
ly beaches. Waterslides, golf and a championship putting course, mile after
mile of mountain bike trails, and watercraft rentals ensure that everyone in
the family will have fun in the sun.

The town of Chelan is open and friendly, sporting every kind of recre-
ation one would imagine in a prime mountain and lake area. Lake Chelan

also boasts a year-
round fishery includ-
ing salmon, trout and
bass. The clear, arid
skies provide the per-
fect backdrop for an
activity-packed day
or a lazy afternoon on
a quiet deck gazing
across at the surpris-
ingly calming hill-
sides. The Chelan
Valley boasts premier
destination resorts,
quality motels, camp-

grounds and B & B's. Excellent restaurants abound.
And Chelan is not only a summer destination — for an unforgettable day

in the snow, escape to Echo Valley Ski Area. Just a few miles north of
Chelan, it has three rope tows, a surface Poma Lift, and a popular new tub-
ing hill. Adjacent Echo Ridge offers 22 miles of groomed trails for Nordic
skiing, and the beginning of miles of snowmobile trails.

As featured in Sunset Magazine and National Geographic, a visit to
Stehekin at the far reaches of Lake Chelan’s crystal waters is not to be
missed. Only accessible by boat or float plane, this village serves as the trail-
head for the North Cascades National Park. There are no phones or televi-
sions here, just calm and quiet. Whether you take a day trip or stay
overnight, you won’t forget this exquisite passage to a northwest treasure.

The lush Methow Valley
From Lake Chelan, you will continue north on SR 97, then head west on

Highway 153 near the community of Pateros. The Loop then directs you to
the Methow Valley. Leading to the North Cascades National Park, this val-
ley is like a divine time warp. There’s more than an ‘old west’ feeling to the
area - even the fields and farmlands of the Methow (pronounced Met How)
have a sense of precious timelessness.

The Western theme reigns true in the delightful town of Twisp, with a
large selection of Western art and regional northwest artist’s wares. Spend
an evening at the theatre at the historic MERC building or visit the U.S.
Forest Service Smokejumper Base and observe the crews from June through
October.

Winthrop: A glimpse of the old west
If you really want to immerse yourself in those wild frontier times, do not

miss Winthrop. Ramble through a true old-west town, complete with
storefronts and dusty off-roads leading to wild modern day adventures like
hiking, mountain biking, and skiing. For a complete overview of Winthrop,
see page 39.
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Leaving the Methow
The small town of Mazama is a nice diversion heading west on Highway

20. A favorite launching point for recreational activities in the area, there are
hundreds of miles of trails, horse packing, backpacking, and camping avail-
able. Accommodations, from a cozy B&B to a four-star resort, and complete
excellent dining options, will help you relax and enjoy your time here.

Summer and winter each have their offerings in the Methow Valley;
cross-country skiing is hugely popular here; there’s snow shoeing or ice skat-
ing and a downhill slope at the family-friendly Loup Loup Ski Bowl just 20
minutes from Twisp. And, to transport the spirit, try a magical sleigh ride!

The ruggedly picturesque North
Cascades Highway

The North Cascades Highway (State Route 20) was purposely surveyed
to take full advantage of the area's dynamic viewpoints. Washington Pass
from the east has stunning outlooks and Liberty Bell Mountain, which come
fall, is gilded with a palate of autumnal colors that would shame a Hallmark
rendering. Rainy Day Pass is a great spot to take a quick one-mile hike to
Rainy Lake for a picnic repast
before heading toward Ross
and Diablo lakes.

The extraordinary colors of
these lakes (Ross is teal, Diablo
is jade) is due to finely-ground
rock dust captured in the water
and simultaneously reflecting
the green of the forest and the
blue of the sky. Take a tour of
Ross Dam or a boat cruise on
the Diablo or a short summer-
time ride on an incline railway
from Seattle City Light’s visitor
center in Diablo.

Eagles are a common sight
here from December through
February. The largest popula-
tion of the majestic bird in the
lower U.S. comes to feed on
spawning salmon. They join
other fishermen and women in
scouting the Skagit River, also a
favorite for white-water rafting
in June and July.

From the mountains to the Valley -
Skagit County

As you travel west on Highway 20, you’re gracefully transported into the
Skagit Valley. This is where legions of visitors come to view lush tulip fields
and the fertile fields produce a wide variety of crops. The road will lead
through several small communities like Marblemount and Rockport. Be
sure to stop by the Cascadian Home Farm stand for some organically grown
berries and handmade ice cream.

You may want to take a mini-detour through the main street of Concrete.
Concrete reflects its cement production history. The "Sockeye Express," a

Picturesque Lake Chelan

Methow Valley Bridge

www.experiencewashington.com
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45-minute open-air trolley, is a fun way to learn about the town’s interesting
past. The Robert DeNiro movie, "This Boys Life" is based on events that took
place in Concrete and much of the movie was filmed on location here.

Sedro-Woolley celebrates their logging heritage on the state’s oldest ongo-
ing 4th of July celebration with ‘Loggerodeo’. From chainsaw carving to a blue-

grass jubilee, Loggerodeo is a full-fledged northwest experience!
Mount Vernon has a picturesque historic downtown and pleasing riverfront,

and Burlington gathers regional shoppers with one of the largest discount malls
in the northwest. Both towns are great spots to visit during the Skagit Valley
Tulip Festival, a true celebration of the glory of spring that takes place each
April. Folks travel across international borders and several state lines to view
the extraordinary sight of field after field of brilliant color, viewing what looks
like a velvet patchwork quilt covering hundreds of acres.

The town of La Conner, resting alongside the Swinomish Channel, is trea-
sured for its charming outlook and boutique shopping. This waterside hamlet
is a popular day trip. Perched along side the Swinomish Slough, with a hearty
collection of boutiques, specialty stores and fine restaurants, La Conner is the
perfect spot for browsing, stopping for a cup of tea, browsing again, then end-
ing the day watching the boats glide by as you enjoy a fine repast at sunset.

La Conner is bursting with art, both private and public. The Museum
of Northwest Art has a fine collection of regional art featuring the area’s
predominant artists and nearby Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve houses an outstanding interpretive museum and lovely pedestri-
an trails for viewing wildlife and birds.

Islands Bound
To fully extend the Cascade Loop, access the

San Juan Islands through Anacortes via ferry,
over Deception Pass to Whidbey Island, or at the
Mukilteo/Clinton ferry crossing, which also
lands at Whidbey. It is important to note that
the Cascade Loop continues down the length of
Whidbey Island, a perfect beginning point for
another Washington adventure. See the Islands
section for detailed information about this
extraordinary finale to the Loop.

Do the Loop
The Cascade Loop is more than a drive. It’s a
journey to the past with a standing invitation to
share a beloved region. It’s a wondrous vacation,
packed with thrills or quiet moments. And
wherever you go here, your constant companion
is the remarkable beauty that encompasses this 
modern trail.

Anacortes is the site of ferry departures for the San Juan Islands and the stun-
ning Deception Pass Bridge. If you’re traveling west in August, be sure to
look for the popular Arts Festival in downtown Anacortes. Downtown is
also filled with fun shops and restaurants and nearly 90 life-sized cutout
murals and several buildings listed on the national historical register.
Anacortes’ waterfront has tours for whale watching or exploring protected
estuarine bays, and underwater diving and kayaking are always an option.

Contact Information
Cascade Loop Scenic Highway

Chelan Tourism Promotion 

Leavenworth Tourism Promotion

Mount Vernon Chamber 

Snohomish County Tourism

Winthrop Tourism Marketing
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World-famous Skagit Valley tulipsLa Conner waterfront

Scenic North Cascades Highway

Downtown Anacortes

509-662-3888 / www.cascadeloop.com

360-428-8547 / www.skagittourism.com

425-348-5802 / www.snohomish.org

509-996-2125 / www.winthropwashington.com

509-548-4512 / www.leavenworth.org

509-682-3503 / 800-4CHELAN / www.visitlakechelan.com

http://www.cascadeloop.com
http://www.visitlakechelan.com
http://www.skagittourism.com
http://www.snohomish.org
http://www.winthropwashington.com
http://www.leavenworth.org
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Winthrop
If you really want to immerse yourself in wild frontier times, don’t miss

Winthrop. Once a trade center for miners and trappers, the town has had a
retro-face lift with a comprehensive restoration of the town’s Wild West
ambiance with rows of false-fronted buildings and wooden boardwalks.

Indians lived here for 9,000 years, sustained by local roots, berries, fish-
ing and hunting. In 1883, the lure of gold brought the first permanent
white settlers. Today, remnants of that time are the cornerstones
of the town. The town was rebuilt after a horrendous fire in
1893; the original Duck Brand Saloon survived and is now the
Town Hall. Another enduring edifice is the Shafer Museum,
once the home of Guy Waring, one of the original founding
fathers. The museum now displays a primitive print shop, stage-
coach, assay office, original settler’s cabins and a large display of
mining equipment.

Waring’s Harvard College roommate wrote The Virginian
after honeymooning in Winthrop, and the area’s new persona
was created when a generous benefactor, Mrs. Kathryn Wagner,
joined local merchants in significantly bank rolling the town’s
reconstruction.

After you hitch your car to the nearest post, walk the main
street, examine the wares of the local shops and galleries and take
refreshment at one of the many local eateries. Children are hap-
pily entertained with free gold panning, miniature golf, and the
chance to ride one of the local horses. Grab some of Winthrop’s
famous treats and use the town as home base. Then, go outdoors.

This is an area that can be fully enjoyed on land, on water, and
from high above. Mountain biking tours are available along the
foothills of the Methow, hearty rock and glacier climbing in the
nearby Cascades, and, with the national ranking of second best
in the nation, cross-country skiing is a popular choice of those wishing to
glide through this peaceful valley. A singular method of exploring the valley
is on a horse-packing trip into the Pasayten Wilderness Area within the
boundaries of Okanogan National Forest. Another approach? Heli-skiing.

A lofty experience
The pristine powder bowls high in the Cascades are just waiting for local

guides to transport ski enthusiasts to their luscious slopes. The Okanogan
National Forest is open to the heli-ski business and attracts a loyal follow-
ing of skiers, many of whom return yearly to this thrilling terrain.

Helicopters aren’t the only way to gaze in awe at the neighboring
mountains and valley. Winthrop has year-round hot air

ballooning – and winter ballooning does not mean
a chilly reception above. Because the balloons
travel with the wind, there’s no wind chill, and
the Methow Valley’s temperature inversions can
sometimes provide warmer airway above the
valley floor than at its base.

Ballooning in Winthrop is touring with alti-
tude. It’s viewing trails and rivers with the eye of

an eagle and the gentle swoop of a gliding wing.
It’s waving at wildlife and wandering air currents

and it’s a three-hour journey you’ll never forget.
The annual Winthrop Balloonfest is

held the first part of March,

and includes a "balloonglow," when the burners from these magical trans-
portation systems glimmer against the evening sky.

There were salmon in these streams when the town was settled, and they
are thriving now. About 1.25 million Chinook salmon are raised annually
at the Winthrop National Fish Hatchery, in addition to lesser numbers of
rainbow, brook and cutthroat trout. Environmental educational tours are

available weekdays and the hatchery is open daily and is located about a
half-mile south of Winthrop on Highway 20, just across the bridge.

Popular year-round
Winthrop hosts a long list of festivals year-round, from the popular

Balloon Festival to several musical venues like the Rhythm & Blues
Festival, the classic Methow Music Festival and the North Cascades
Oldtime Regional Fiddle Contest. October brings OctoberWest, with a
western twist to the traditional German Oktoberfest. And, befitting the
times, present and past, Santa arrives by sleigh during Winthrop’s
Christmas at the End of the Road celebration on the weekend
following Thanksgiving. At this popular holiday event, mer-
chants begin a week-long celebration filled with gifts, prizes,
and Christmas Carolers. At 5:00 p.m. sharp, a bell tolls and
the skyline of the old Western buildings become outlined in
Christmas lights — the official start of the holiday season.

So, don’t limit yourself or the seasons in Winthrop. There are great lodg-
ing choices here too, an obvious consideration for a town that can fill days
and nights with indoor and outdoor adventures!

www.experiencewashington.com
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Destination: Leavenworth
Bavarian Village of the West

Nestled in the heart of the Cascade mountains, Leavenworth overflows
with outdoor opportunities, top rated lodging facilities, superb eateries and
unique shops. Additionally, Leavenworth hosts some of the most popular
festivals in the state, designed to showcase the seasons and the town.
Sporting the Bavarian theme adds charm and flavor to any experience and
visitors exclaim they feel they have just arrived in Germany!

Here are just a few of the many vacation opportunities that you can enjoy.

Major Attractions
Wenatchee National Forest offers miles of hiking, biking, climbing and

cross-country skiing trails. Nearby rivers provide rafting, boating and fish-
ing. Two 18-hole golf courses, a putting course and mini-golf are available.
Icicle River Valley is one of the most picturesque river canyons. Hiking,
climbing, fishing, camping, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, wildlife
watching are located just a few miles from downtown. For more informa-
tion, contact the Wenatchee National Forest/Leavenworth 509-548-6977.

Tucked in along the Wenatchee River, the Leavenworth National Fish
Hatchery provides visitors with fish viewing, nature walks and educational
venue. 509-548-7691.

The Nussknacker Haus contains one of the largest collections of
nutcrackers and smokers in the world. (Nussknaker is German

for Nutcracker). Some dating back to the 15th century, this
collection is available for tours.

509-548-4708.

Entertainment
Summer brings out the music in the mountains

with spectacular performances by The Leavenworth
Summer Theater. Folks travel from all points to

enjoy "The Sound of Music" in the outdoor theater set
among the mountains. Leavenworth Summer Theater 

509-548-2000.

Christmas season is filled with various performances includ-
ing renowned harpist, Bronn Journey. Throughout December
the Marlin Handbell Ringers, Village Voices can be heard ring-
ing in the season. Leavenworth Summer Theater recreates
Christmas past, performing "A Christmas Carol" and Upper
Valley Arts presents a heartwarming holiday story "Christmas
Unwrapped." The Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce 509-
548-5807 www.leavenworth.org.

History and Culture
In 1963 Leavenworth took on the monumental task of recre-

ating itself as a means of self-preservation. From a logging town
that bustled with freight train cars brimming with lumber to the
Bavarian Village of today, Leavenworth's history is evident and
a testament to a community working together.

Annual Events
Bavarian Ice Fest: Jan 19-20, 2002   

Maifest: Mother's Day Weekend  

Accordion Celebration: June 18-22, 2002 

Kinderfest: July 4, 2002  509-548-5807  

Christmas Lighting: December  

Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 327 / 220 - 9th Street Leavenworth, WA  98826

509-548-5807  www.leavenworth.org

509-548-5807 www.leavenworth.org

509-548-5807  www.leavenworth.org

www.leavenworth.org

509-548-5807  www.leavenworth.org

509-548-5807 / www.leavenworth.org

http://www.leavenworth.org
http://www.leavenworth.org
http://www.leavenworth.org
http://www.leavenworth.org
http://www.leavenworth.org
http://www.leavenworth.org
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All Seasons River Inn B & B
8751 Icicle Rd, Leavenworth 98826 
509-548-1425/800-254-0555 

Experience the Cascades firsthand. Spacious riverside
Jacuzzi suites. Fireplaces, complementary bikes, and
gourmet breakfasts. Selected one of the Pacific NW's
50 romantic getaways. Warm hospitality.

Bear Creek Golf Course
19 Bear Creek Golf Course Rd., Winthrop 98862

Bear Creek Golf Course is located in the beautiful
Methow Valley, surrounded by pristine mountains and
wildlife. One of Washington's best-kept secrets, AAA
featured the course as a "diamond in the rough." Open
to the public April-October. Clubs, golf carts, pull carts
available to rent. Snack bar.

Enzian Inn Championship Putting Course
590 Highway 2, Leavenworth 98826

Step inside our authentic representation Austrian farm
hut. Shown in numerous Leavenworth promotional
photos, our hut/pro shop displays fine handcrafted
workmanship throughout. Located two blocks from
downtown, we are unlike any miniature golf course you
have ever seen, featuring bent grass greens, sand traps,
and two waterfalls. Open April thru October.

Fiddlehead Bistro
201 Glover Street, Twisp 98856
509-997-0343
Fresh ingredients beautifully prepared for breakfast,
lunch & dinner. Italian, French & select domestic
wines. Imported & micro beers. A cozy, continental &
thoroughly satisfying experience.

Icicle Junction Fun Center
565 Highway 2, Leavenworth 98826

Explore the history of Washington's Bavarian village.
Visit Leavenworth's Bavarian Entertainment Park
with train ride, miniature golf, cinema, arcade, bumper
boats, and spectacular mountain views.

Icicle Outfitters & Guides, Inc.
P.O. Box 322, Leavenworth 98826

Horseback; trail-riding hourly and day rides,
Leavenworth and Lake Wenatchee. Wilderness pack
trips; horseback or hiking. High-lakes fishing, hunting
trips, Leavenworth sleigh rides.

Lady of the Lake
1418 W. Woodin Ave, Chelan 98816

Known worldwide and featured in National Geographic,
Sunset and the New York Times. This is one of the best
tours in the Northwest!

Leavenworth Snowcat Skiing
PO Box 2165, Leavenworth 98826
509-548-1514/866-500-1514 

The Northwest's premier skiing and snowboarding
experience. Ski or snowboard up to 20,000 vertical feet
of untracked powder snow daily. Enjoy your own pri-
vate ski paradise offering a variety of terrain from wide
open cruising, steep and deep or glades. Includes two
professional guides, transceiver, lunch, and transporta-
tion from Leavenworth.

Mazama Country Inn
HCR 74, Box B-9, Mazama 98833
509-996-2681/800-843-7951 

Country gourmet restaurant in the heart of the North
Cascades. Log beam dining room with huge stone fire-
place, covered dining deck and friendly staff.

Mission Ridge Ski Area
7500 Mission Ridge Road, Wenatchee 98801
509-663-6543/Snow Report 509-663-3200

Mission Ridge Ski Area–not your usual place to ski! 12
miles southwest of Apple Capital Wenatchee,
Washington. Lots of sunshine, elbow room, and smiles.

Mountain Springs Lodge
19115 Chiwawa Loop Road, Leavenworth 98826 
509-763-2713/800-858-2276

Snowmobile tours and horse-drawn sleigh rides.
Horseback rides and BBQs. Northwest cuisine.
Cascade Mountain meadows. Romantic Evenings.
Great family fun. Group activities. Excellent web site.

Museum of Northwest Art
121 S. First Street, La Conner 98257

A 1999 Governor's Award winner, the Museum exclu-
sively features contemporary visual art of the Pacific
Northwest. Open Tuesday through Sunday 10-5; store
open 7 days.

Osprey Rafting Co.
PO Box 668, Leavenworth 98826
509-548-6800/800-743-6269

Leavenworth's hometown rafting company with
unique river adventures; beginner to expert Class IV
"Tenley Falls" - whitewater rafting, family floats,
inflatable kayaking, and scenic dory floats.

Sun Mountain Lodge
604 Patterson Lake Rd, Winthrop 98862
509-996-2211/800-572-0493 

A full-service, year-round resort. Winner of AAA's
Four-Diamond Award. Perched on 3,000 mountain-
top acres with 360 degree views of the North
Cascades. Featuring an award-winning restaurant,
complete spa, 5,000-bottle wine cellar, two swim-
ming pools, two hot-tubs, kid's program, horseback
riding, mountain biking and cross-country skiing.

Visit the Skagit Project-Newhalem/Diablo
Seattle City Light
700 5th Ave. suite 3300, Seattle 98104
206-684-3030

Tour Seattle City Light towns while on the
Cascades Loop, take the fabulous Skagit Tour and
enjoy the scrumptious meal. Stop at the General
Store for a sample of homemade fudge or get the
makings for a picnic lunch and enjoy our beautiful
park.

Wenatchee Valley Museum & 
Cultural Center
127 S. Mission Street, Wenatchee 98801

Wenatchee Valley Museum features Indian &
Pioneer history exhibits, HO gauge-coin-op GN
Railway, and Apple Industry Heritage & Aviation
displays. Museum Store. Open year-round,
Monday-Saturday. Admission $5/family.

Winthrop, Washington
PO Box 742, Winthrop 98862

Nestled in the breathtaking beauty of the Cascade
Mountains, choose from an abundance of outdoor
recreational activities; enjoy charming shops as you
stroll wooden boardwalks. You've found
Washington's nostalgic frontier town, Winthrop!
Skiing, snowmobiling, hiking, boating, horseback
riding, wildlife, gift shops, fine arts, & dining. It's all
here waiting for you!

the North Cascades
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www.allseasonsriverinn.com

509-996-2284 www.bearcreekgolfcourse.com

509-548-5269/800-223-8511 www.enzianinn.com

509-548-2400 www.iciclejunction.com

509-784-1145/800-497-3912 www.icicleoutfitters.com

509-682-4584 www.ladyofthelake.com

www.leavenworthsnowcat.com

www.mazamacountryinn.com

www.missionridge.com

http://www.mtsprings.com

360-466-4446 www.museumofnwart.org

www.shoottherapids.com

www.sunmountainlodge.com

www.cityofseattle.net/light/tours/skagit

509-664-3340 http://museum.wsd.wednet.edu

509-996-2125 www.winthropwashington.com

www.experiencewashington.com
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while you’re here...

Okanogan Country
The trademark refrain of the Okanogan is "Open for Adventure" and

this spectacular region takes their tag line seriously! Extending from the
North Cascade Mountain Range to Grand Coulee Dam and bordered by
Canada and Lake Chelan, Okanogan Country offers thrills, spills, and an
exceptional taste of Washington’s outdoors.

The area’s geography is as diverse as its recreational offerings. The rugged
Cascades, populated by dense forests and crystal clear waterfalls and rivers,
give way to old-west country; soft plains bordered by gentle evergreens.
Here, the dazzling power of the Grand Coulee Dam contrasts with peace-
ful lakes and silent streams scattered throughout the region.

Okanogan Country includes the northeastern Highway 20 leg of the
famed Cascade Loop. You’ll travel through the beautiful Methow Valley
into tiny Mazama with its 4-star destination resort and on to the old-west
town of Winthrop — an appealing replication of an old-west settlement.

Nine miles southwest of Winthrop you’ll find world-class mountain bik-
ing, horseback riding, and cross-country skiing high atop Sun Mountain, a
very popular recreation and resort destination. There’s an active arts com-
munity in nearby Twisp, reflected in their popular theater and Methow Arts
Festival held each year. (See pages 36–38 for more on the Cascade Loop)

As SR20 connects with Highway 97 at the Columbia River, head north
to the city of Okanogan. Located on the Okanogan River, this county seat
provides historical perspective with the Okanogan County Historical
Museum and Fire Hall Museum. Nearby, the town of Omak welcomes
travelers with a distinct personality and multiple attractions, including the
world famous Omak Stampede and Suicide race, usually held the second
weekend of August.

In 1900, the town of Riverside became a prominent trading center. Today
this friendly community still houses a saloon along with a historic school

bell reminding visitors of the significance of this site beside the Okanogan
River. Following the river north, Tonasket echoes the region’s pioneer roots.
Rustic log cabins and the serene presence of the river enhance the natural
beauty that continues to attract that same venturesome spirit.

Oroville, at the northern tip of Highway 97, experienced a gold strike near
the mouth of the Similkameen River in 1861. Today’s riches are the town’s
crisp apple crop.

Some very interesting and scenic loop tour options — with some interna-
tional flair — occur in this part of the state. To travel the International
Discovery Loop, take Highway 20 east from Tonasket toward Republic. You’ll
encounter the Stonerose Fossil Center where you can actually go on a fossil
dig. From Republic, you can choose to head north on SR21 through the
Colville National Forest past beautiful Curlew Lake. When you pass through
Curlew, be sure to visit the historic Ansorge Hotel, which has been restored to
its 1903 elegance. To complete the loop, cross the Canadian border at Ferry,
take Highway 3 west to Osoyoos then head south on Highway 97 toward
Oroville.

A shorter journey, the Okanogan Highlands Historical Loop, is a nice way
to discover the back roads that can add adventure to any road trip. This 150-
mile loop links the tiny communities of Oroville, Molson, Chesaw, Curlew,

Republic and connects back to Highway 97 at
Tonasket. Chesaw got its start during the 1896
mining rush and is home to the Chesaw Fourth of
July Rodeo. A short detour between Oroville and
Chesaw will lead to the Ghost Town of Old
Molson — the site of a museum operated by the
Okanogan County Historical Society. This muse-
um features a complex of early 20th-century build-
ings, including a bank, an assay office, two home-
stead cabins and it’s open from Memorial Day
through Labor Day.

Okanogan Country is one of those places that
feeds the imagination and nourishes body and soul.
It’s a land that time has honored with abundant
resources, beauty, and a sense of mystery. Once you
begin to uncover its secrets, you’ll find yourself
returning again and again to discover more!

Contact Information
Okanogan Tourism Promotion 
509-826-5107

Pack your cowboy boots with your hiking and skiing gear for the wild west
town of Winthrop. Clapboard wooden sidewalks, pioneer storefronts and
rustic demeanor create the singular Winthrop visual experience. Add the
glory of any outdoor activity you desire to a stellar collection of lodging and
dining choices, and Winthrop becomes downright irresistible!
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Okanogan fall pond

www.visitokanogancountry.com
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Ellensburg/Cle Elum
Approaching eastern Washington along

Interstate 90 over the Cascades at Snoqualmie
Pass, you are almost immediately aware that
something special is beginning to happen. The
dense fir, cedar and pine forests that accompa-
nied your journey over the pass become silhou-
etted echoes, gradually replaced by rolling hills
covered with sage brush and dotted with graz-
ing cattle and horses. Overcast skies give way to
white fluffy clouds against azure blue skies. The
air is now fresh and dry. And, for the next 50
miles or so, cowboys urging their herds forward
are much more likely to be spotted than a coffee
chain espresso stand. The transition is some-
what intoxicating.

Soon after you cross the summit heading
east, the charming communities of Cle Elum
and Roslyn are well worth a slight detour off I-
90. Located where the alpine forest is just
beginning to wane, this area is rich in outdoor
recreation possibilities. Lakes, raging rivers,
camping, off-road vehicle and snowmobile
trails, combined with great access to the
Snoqualmie Pass ski slopes, make this a very
popular year-round destination.

Cle Elum has an attractive downtown shop-
ping district and two museums of note; the
Carpenter House, a 1914 historic mansion, and
the Cle Elum Historical Telephone Museum.
Just north on Highway 903 is Roslyn, where the
popular television series Northern Exposure was
filmed. Die-hard fans will want to get a photo
taken in front of the famous Brick Tavern. The
local museum features items from the series, a
collection, "Roslyn Cemeteries," highlighting
the unique local ethnic cemeteries, and an
extensive collection of photos and mining mem-
orabilia from the town's colorful past.

Historic downtown
Ellensburg beckons

Twenty-five miles to the east, Ellensburg
epitomizes the physical bounty of central
Washington. A backdrop of gorgeous snow-
capped mountains gives way to desert terrain,
fertile valleys and two rambling rivers. This his-
toric city, with plenty of old-west flair, greets
visitors with a charming downtown and a bevy
of sights and events to enjoy.

Downtown Ellensburg’s historic brick build-
ings and early 20th century Victorian architec-
ture create an appealing and inviting locality
primed for exploration. After a meal at one of
the many delicious eateries and a serious peek at

the stores and antique shops, be sure you make
time to tour Central Washington University.
Call ahead to make an appointment to visit the
fascinating Chimpanzee and Human
Communications Institute, then spend some
quiet time at the lovely Japanese garden on
campus.

Museum hopping is great sport here. There’s
a Children’s Activity Museum, the Clymer
Museum of Art featuring native John Ford
Clymer’s nationally acclaimed work, the

Kittitas County Historical Museum housed in
the 1889 built Cadwell Building, and the
Olmstead Place State Heritage Area, open
April–September featuring antique farm equip-
ment.

Ellensburg’s country roots are wildly cele-
brated, so join an enthusiastic crowd and lasso
the popular Ellensburg Rodeo on Labor Day
weekend. But, don’t neglect the fine cultural
offerings here. There are many performing arts
companies and organizations in the city with
quality entertainment; Central Washington’s
Music and Theatre Arts Department, the
Children’s Musical Theatre, Choir, Youth
Ballet and the regionally lauded Valley Musical
Theatre.

The Ellensburg area also offers four distinct
seasons, something of a rarity in Washington
state. Consequently, recreational activities —

the North Cascades

from golf, hiking, river rafting, and horseback
riding in spring, summer and fall, to ice skating
and snowmobiling in winter–can all be enjoyed
here. And if you fish, you must claim a spot
along the Yakima River, one of the premier
catch-and-release fly-fishing rivers in the
United States.

A road trip to Ellensburg is a great reason to
hop on I-90 for a day or an extended stay, so
pack up the car and prepare for a delightful get-
away! 

• The rollicking Ellensburg Rodeo & Kittitas      
County Fair on Labor Day weekend

•Jazz in the Valley each July in historic downtown

•Gustfest, each June, an outdoor street fair and
music festival

Contact Information
Ellensburg Chamber of Commerce
509-925-2002 / 888-925-2204

don’t miss

Kittitas County Historical Museum
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